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Dates in History
1861    World’s first public forecast
1879    Met information issued to press
1922    First BBC radio weather forecast 
1936    Weather forecast in caption form shown on TV
1954    First  live weather presentation for BBC
1975    Weather symbols were introduced
1985    Computerised weather displays introduced
2005    Brand new look!!
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The Past
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30 years ago

1975 ‘self explicit’ 
magnetic symbols

Miles of magnetic strips
Took hours to prepare
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20 years ago

1985 computer graphics

Direct feed from Met 
Office computer

Further update 1988 to 
give Global coverage
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Expansion of BBC Weather Centre

22 Met Office BBC 
broadcasters now!
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How do we stay consistent?
Operations Centre
Chief Forecaster

Domestic broadcaster
BBC Weather Centre

Civil Centre 
Forecaster

Interactive broadcaster
BBC Weather Centre

Broadcast assistant
BBC Weather Centre

Regional broadcaster



Not just weather warnings
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CEEFAX



© Crown copyright 2004 Page 10

CEEFAX
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CEEFAX
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CEEFAX
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Ten year audience trends in millions 
BBC1 Bulletins
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24 hours of BBC Weather

BBC 1
BBC 2
BBC 4
BBC World
BBCi
BBC Radio 2
BBC Radio 4
BBC Radio 5
Heathrow Express
BFBS
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Increasing competition

More programme choice: 

1997: 30 channels (analogue) on sky

2005: 200+ channels on sky digital
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The Future

WHAT YOU WANT

WHEN YOU WANT IT

WHERE YOU WANT IT
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HOW NOT TO DO IT
              UTV POLLUTION INDEX
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3RD/4TH GENERATION MOBILES
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PROJECT
STORM
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Questions?


